PAIDEIA
A C A D E M Y

Campus Reopening Plan

Mission Statement
Paideia Academy is an instrument to assist parents in carrying out the biblical mandate to bring
up their children in the paideia (training and admonition) of the Lord. We employ the Western
classical tradition of learning, rooted in a distinctly Christian worldview, to cultivate godly
affections and wisdom in our students in order to graduate virtuous men and women, whose love
of Christ advances the Kingdom of God.

In Loco Parentis
At Paideia Academy, we serve in loco parentis, and are committed as always to the primacy of the
family and therefore are offering options intended to support parents while continuing our
mission. This commitment means that we are offering in school and distance opportunities for
either preference. We are also allowing parents to have some say over whether their child will
wear a mask throughout the day. Most importantly, we are asking that all families bear with one
another in love, regardless of their preferences regarding safety for their children.

As Jesus said:
"By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another."
John 13:35

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.
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“And so, in the strife of the battle of life, It’s easy to fight
when you’re winning; It’s easy to slave, and starve and be
brave, When the dawn of success is beginning. But the man
who can meet despair and defeat, With a cheer, there’s the
man of God’s choosing; The man who can fight to Heaven’s
own height, Is the man who can fight when he’s losing.”
Robert Service

Dear Paideia Family,

In a time of great uncertainty and even fear in our community, Paideia wants to stand fast. Though it may
look and feel different at times, we see a way that we can once again be together in a classroom setting.
Since discipleship is at the forefront of an effective classical and Christian education, it is of the utmost
importance that our students and teachers have the opportunity to interact with each other. I was very
proud of our community and how we all worked together to overcome the difficulties of distance learning
in the spring, but hope that having the opportunity for ongoing in person instruction is the way of our future
this year.
We have a plan, which will involve taking precautions, while still providing individual attention to our
students. Our plan will involve physical distancing, while still allowing social interaction. We are investing
heavy financial resources into technology to assist families that may need to be part of the classroom
remotely for a time.
I must thank you for your gracious patience while we have tried to finalize this plan, it has been deeply
encouraging.
We are committed to in-person education, but we want to be in tune with best practices for reducing risk
and being good citizens. It will not be an entirely smooth path.
These weeks ahead are important for us. We want to provide you clarity, answer questions well, and make
in-person, Christ-centered, classical instruction a reality for your family again.
To God be the Glory!

Mark Hamilton, Headmaster
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You are part of living history.
Paideia will begin again in August 2020. We are thankful that you have a chosen to continue with us.
Our current reality is that there are simply no strategies that we can implement to completely
eliminate risk at Paideia. Despite our best efforts, a teacher, a student, or family may be affected by
COVID-19.
The Paideia Board of Trustees and Administrative Team, as well as our Technology Taskforce, have
been reviewing guidelines from sources including the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Centers
for Disease Control, local medical professionals, the local health department as well as getting
feedback from teachers and parents. From these sources, we have created guidelines for our
specific community with the goal of in-person face-to-face learning as long as it is possible.
We will continue to teach and learn.
Paideia is well situated to weather this pandemic safely.
Most of our classes are comparatively small and our classrooms are large.
We have 12 acres we can spread out on and will look for opportunities for outdoor learning
and play.
We have the ability to make adjustments to the plan as needed, since we are governed by an
independent Board of Trustees.
Our families are committed to our mission and desire to keep their kids safe.
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The repetitive fluctuation of information and clinical presentation of the COVID-19 pandemic has
required our communication to this point to be more judicious than expedient.
Now, with the very best current information available, we will help prevent the spread of COVID-19 at
Paideia during this time of moderate viral transmission with the following priorities.
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Physical Distancing
Sanitation and Hygiene
Facial Covering
Public Health Policies
Co-Curricular Activities
Communication
Distance Learning Plan
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Physical Distancing

Physical distancing will be our first line of defense when it comes to preventing any significant
outbreak. We will effectively operate as two separate schools – Grammar School and Logic/Rhetoric
School. We will accomplish this goal as follows:

Big Classrooms
Paideia will place a priority on physical distancing, given the strong evidence of effectiveness in
reducing transmission. Our classrooms will reflect this as much as possible in the way the desks are
arranged and seating is assigned.

Cohorting
A group of students will mostly remain together throughout the day. We will make efforts to limit
close proximity encounters between classes and grades.

Fresh Air
We will utilize our beautiful campus by having periods of the day for fresh air to circulate through the
building. We will also find opportunities to allow our students to learn outside from time to time.
Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.
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Sanitation and Hygiene

Sanitation and hygiene will be vital this year. Our school is blessed with an amazing janitorial team,
and we will aggressively disinfect and clean our location.

Soap and Water
Regular soap and water will become our best friends. We will be diligent about helping young students
wash their hands frequently and encourage older students to remember to practice good hygiene.

Clean Surfaces
We will clean common surfaces (door handles, etc.) throughout the day with thorough daily cleanings.

Regular Disinfecting
We will disinfect classrooms with hypochlorous acid after hours regularly.

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.
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Facial Covering

Anyone who would prefer to have their child wear a mask
throughout the day needs to let the teacher and appropriate
administrator know of their desire.

Teachers
Teachers will not be required to wear a mask in the classrooms but may choose to do so. Face shields
will be provided to teachers for use as needed. Indoors, but outside of the classroom, teachers will be
required to wear masks.

6th-12th Students
Students should wear masks in high-traffic common areas, like lockers, when moving between classes
or when not able to be physically distanced. In the classroom, if students are unable to physically
distance themselves six feet apart, they should wear masks.

K-5th Students
Masks are not required in classrooms, but masking in this age group may be prioritized for brief
periods of limited distancing or in high traffic areas.

Everyone should bring a mask to school.
Any student or faculty wishing to wear a mask more frequently will be encouraged to do so. More
frequent masking may be considered or required, particularly during periods of elevated community
spread. This communication will be made to the school community through an email communication.

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
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Public Health Policies

To limit the possible spread of COVID-19 in Paideia’s community, visitors during school hours will be
required to sign-in as always and wear a face covering. While we will not be a closed campus, we will
limit entry points besides drop-off and pick-up to the main entrance to the school offices. Under NO
circumstances should a sick child be sent to school. Parents should seek to control symptoms for
allergies to help avoid missed days of school. There will be no awards for perfect attendance this year.

Symptom Surveillance
Temperature Checks – Parents should check their student’s temperature at home every morning. Students
with a temperature of 100 F or above should stay home and consider COVID-19 testing if no other
explanation is available. The school will also do a student temperature check upon arrival to school and will
also check all visitors upon arrival.
Parent Surveillance – Parents should monitor for any COVID-19 related symptoms. Any positive symptoms
should prompt the parent to keep the student home from school and seek medical advice. A doctor’s note
clearing the student to return to school will be required if symptoms are present.
At School Illness – Children who develop a fever or fall ill at school will be held at the nurse’s station with a
mask in place until they can be picked up. Students sent home from school should be kept home until they
have completely recovered, as defined by Paideia guidelines for student illness. Before a student returns to
school, parents should check in with the school office the day before.

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.

2020

|

2021

Page 8 of 15

PAIDEIA
A C A D E M Y

Campus Reopening Plan

4

Public Health Policies
(continued)

COVID-19
In the event of any positive test, immediate efforts should be made to inform any close contacts
(closer than six feet for 10 minutes consecutively) so that they can be quarantined at home.
Classmates who were not close contacts should be closely monitored for any symptoms. Empiric
testing of all students in the class is not recommended; only those who develop symptoms require
testing. Parents will be notified of any positive cases in the classroom and/or school to encourage
closer observation of any symptoms.

Scenarios for return to school after suspected or confirmed COVID-19:
1. Symptomatic adult/child:
a. With Positive Test:
i. Exclude for 10 days from symptom onset and at least 3 days after fever resolution, AND
improved respiratory symptoms.
b. Not Tested:
i. Exclude for 10 days from symptom onset AND at least 3 days after fever resolution, AND
improved respiratory symptoms.
c. With alternate cause or illness determined by their primary medical doctor:
i. Exclude until symptoms resolved
d. With a Negative Test:
i. Exclude until fever-free for 24 hours (if fever present) AND improved respiratory
symptoms.
2. Exposed and Asymptomatic adult/child:
a. Exclude for 10 days from last exposure if remains asymptomatic; exclude until criteria in #1
or #2 met if symptoms appear.
There is no role for testing to get a “negative test” to clear a child to return to school if exposed only.
According to the latest guidance from the CDC, the COVID-19 positive individual does not need to
have a “negative test” to return to school.
Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.
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Co-Curricular Activities

Athletics
We are consulting with our school sports governing bodies to ensure that our practices and games are
safe. If we are allowed to continue with games, other schools may limit attendance.

Lunch
Eating with classes distanced from other classes will be a primary focus during our lunch time, with
surfaces being cleaned after each lunch.

Assemblies and other gatherings
Assembly times will be managed to keep class groups separated from each other, with large
assemblies only occurring if appropriate precautions can be maintained.
We want our students to have a robust co-curricular experience, but this year will likely be an outlier as
we are forced to modify many of our activities.

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
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Communication

We appreciate your patience in the timing of these recommendations and policies. The state of the
pandemic and recent surge in our surrounding areas have necessitated judicious timing of this
communication. We should expect modifications to these policies as community spread increases or
decreases. We are committed to formulating policies and procedures that would propagate our desire
to learn face-to-face on campus as long as possible and as safely as possible.

Positive Diagnosis
We will immediately communicate with those affected in the case of a positive diagnosis.

Change in Phase
We will communicate in a timely manner should we move beyond Phase 2 of our distance learning
plan at any point during the school year.

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.
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Distance Learning Plan

Though our desire is for all of our students to be physically present
throughout the entirety of the school year, we want to offer feasible
opportunities to those families and students who may at times be
affected by illness during the course of this year. To that end, we
have created the following distance learning plan to coincide with
our school re-opening plan in order to accommodate any needs that
arise. Our hope is to never progress beyond Phase 2 of the plan.
Phase 1 – All students are on campus and in their regular classrooms.
Phase 2 – Students at the discretion of their families, in agreement with the school administration,
due to personal illness or fear of exposure to at risk family members, may elect to participate in the
regular classroom lessons with their teacher and class only virtually. This can include quarantine time
or during the recovery period of an illness, if the student is capable of full non-disruptive participation
in class. Students who are not well enough to actively participate should spend that time recovering.
Phase 3 – In this phase, due to government restrictions or other factors that may necessitate a more
limited number of students on campus, we may restrict the students actively on campus to children of
teachers as well as students in families who do not have the ability to have a student at home
regularly during the day (e.g. two parent working homes). A move to this phase would be decided with
as much advance notice as the situation may allow.
Phase 4 – In this phase, only teachers’ school aged children would remain on campus, and would be
implemented in order to allow the teacher to still use their classroom space for instruction to the
remaining student body participating from home.
Phase 5 – In this phase, all constituents will be at home, with teachers instructing from home.

Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
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Distance Learning Plan
(continued)

Besides maintaining student decorum at home, our intent is for parents to not have to engage in
instruction for their child beyond what regular parental assistance might happen regarding homework.
To accomplish effective instruction, Paideia has purchased new hardware and software to make the
teaching experience as immersive as possible for people at home. Our new Student Information
System and adoption of Microsoft Teams will allow us to provide distance learning more uniformly,
securely, and systematically to our students. Training videos for parents will be provided to help in
preparations as well as “fire drill” training days in the early weeks of the school year to test our system
with families and students.
We will joyfully embrace uncertainty.
Paideia exists for the glory of God. The guidelines in this plan are in constant flux depending on the
available information. Our goal is to be in school, face-to-face, all year long. We understand we may
need to flex the plan in order for this goal to be met.
The Lord has blessed our school. We long for God to deepen our faith through this crisis. This is not
being done to us. This is an opportunity to glorify God in the difficult circumstances of life.
Nota Bene: This plan is subject to change as the pandemic
situation is better understood regarding school settings.
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Playground Dedication 2012

A Prayer for 2020-2021
Dear Gracious Father,
Protect our school from all harms.
Protect our bodies, our minds, our spirits. Teach us to trust in You supremely, know You better every
day, and love You better because of Your evident love for us.
Give us grace to meet together as often as You will allow and to wait patiently during those seasons
where we must be apart.
Heal our land. Bring the souls of men to see their value in knowing and trusting You, and please allow
this crisis to drive us all toward You and not away from You.
Teach us Your ways. Teach us to thrive joyfully while we wait patiently on you.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Graduation 2020

How can you help?
Pray
Please pray constantly for our school, the students, teachers, leadership, and families.

Volunteer
As opportunities appear to assist our community, please take advantage of them.

Give
Your generosity is a large part of what allows us to thrive as a community of believers in this kingdom
building pursuit.

Thank you for your continued
partnership in our mission.
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